
EDWARDIAN 
RENAISSANCE

Designer Philip Vergeylen has restored this villa 
with his signature style of dramatic flourishes, 

opulent antiques and hints of humour

WORDS MARY WEAVER  PHOTOGRAPHY SIMON UPTON 

DINING ROOM  
This 18th-century 
Coromandel screen is 
hung from the wall 
for a theatrical effect. 
Chest of drawers, 
stamped ‘antique 
Maison Jansen’. Cyrus 
table lamp and rug, 
Nicholas Haslam. 
Screen, Gerald Bland
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HALL
Double doors were 
used to provide 
vistas into rooms and 
the new columns 
here increase the 
sense of symmetry.
Try Vinterior for a 
terracotta sculpture. 
1920s plaster 
chandelier, originally 
from a bank in Chicago
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K
 
 
nown for his opulent use of 
luxurious materials and fine 
detailing, and skill at instilling 
personality into previously 

characterless homes, Philip Vergeylen is used to the 
demands of clients who come with the territory of 
high-end restorations. In this instance though, he 
says, the owners were so delightful and enthusiastic 
that he instantly forgave their inevitable peccadillos. 

They had given Philip carte blanche – very rare – to 
design their home after seeing his work in a house 
they had considered buying. ‘They had fallen in love 
with it but it was too small, so when they found this 
one they called me in,’ says Philip who, with partner 
Paolo Moschino, is one half of Nicholas Haslam. 

It sounds like a dream commission but the reality 
was that Philip came up with a scheme, then ideas 
were ping-ponged back and forth. Decisions were 
made, then changed, then made again, which of 
course is all part of the process. ‘The owners were 
intoxicated by the idea of the refurbishment and 
keen for a speedy turnaround,’ he says. ‘Their 
excitement was infectious but their expectations 
were incredibly high.’ 

The handsome Edwardian villa in west London  
had last been renovated in the 1980s and needed  
a top-to-toe refurbishment with a two-storey 
basement added to its existing four floors. ‘That 
would normally take a year and a half, and they 
wanted it done in seven months,’ Philip says. Philip 
and his team didn’t quite hit the unrealistic deadline 
but they did complete the scheme in less than a year. 

The, now, fabulously finished home, had been 
stripped of original details and encumbered with 
fake ceilings concealing fluorescent lighting. ‘I had a 

fight with the planning officer who argued that the 
1980s decor should be honoured – unbelievable,’ says 
Philip, now victorious with the house restored in line 
with its original Grade ll-listed grandeur. Removing 
the false ceilings revealed tall, elegant rooms that 
were crying out to be returned to splendour courtesy 
of Philip’s signature style. Eighteenth-century 
Belgian marble lines the entrance hall where overhead 
a pair of fabulous 1920s plaster chandeliers from a 
bank in Chicago preside. Grand, new, plaster columns 
and mouldings co-ordinate with the antique and are 
echoed in the dining room and sitting room that lead 
off. Soft grey parquet flooring, used throughout the 
ground floor, was chosen to tone with the marble. 

The dining room is deliciously dramatic, bordering 
on decadent with mirrored doors reflecting tiger-
print chairs, a sculpture of a river god and a pair of 
18th-century Coromandel screens. Shaking things  
up further is a Perspex stalactite light installation 
suspended over a pair of wrought-iron-based tables 
inspired by one owned by Yves Saint Laurent.  

In the double-aspect sitting room a palette of 
powder blue and soft grey seating is highlighted with 
brass-edged occasional tables and a magnificent 
1950s Italian bas-relief bronze wall hanging. The 
kitchen is impressive with an elaborate chandelier, 
large-scale seating and a polished concrete island. 
The first floor accommodates the main white-on-
white bedroom, a walk-in wardrobe and his ’n’ hers 
bathrooms. Children’s rooms are on the floor above, 
with guest accommodation in the basement. This 
has been a happy project says Philip. ‘We are still 
very good friends and that is my best reward.’ &

	■ Nicholas Haslam, nicholashaslam.com

“FOR ME THE RELATIONSHIP WITH MY CLIENTS IS THE 
MOST IMPORTANT THING. IN THIS HOUSE I FEEL YOU 

CAN SEE THAT POSITIVE ENERGY IN THE FINAL RESULT”
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SITTING ROOM 
This was designed 
with plenty of seating 
for the family of five 
who like to entertain.
Gilded chairs in 
Velours Tiger, Nobilis. 
Brass table, 1970s 
Maison Jansen. 
Parquet, Element 7. 
Lamps and vase, 
Nicholas Haslam
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WIFE’S BATHROOM 
This was inspired by  
the original Dior shop 
in Avenue Montaigne.
Floor, Statuario Marble. 
Shower, bespoke nickel 
frame with Madison 
fittings by Dornbracht. 
Trellis cupboards, 
designed by Philip  
with Sterling Studios 
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MEET THE DESIGNER
Philip Vergeylen shares his style vision and loves

GO-TO COLOUR Not Totally White  
from Papers and Paints. 

DESCRIBE YOUR STYLE IN  
THREE WORDS European, sophisticated, 
with a sense of humour. 

SECRET ADDRESS Two – both are related  
to setting beautiful tables: Fiona Finds (run by my 
friend Fiona Dreesmann) and La Tuile à Loup in 
Paris for more rustic china.

YOUR DESIGN HEROES Albert Hadley, 
Bill Blass and Stéphane Boudin.

MUSEUM TO VISIT Musée Nissim de 
Camondo (a spectacular hôtel particulier in the 
centre of Paris where time stood still). 

PRIZED POSSESSION My collection  
of drawings by Jean Cocteau.

MAIN BEDROOM 
Madame de 
Pompadour sits at 
the entrance of this 
space, which includes 
a seating area.
Try Vinterior for a 
terracotta sculpture. 
Ischia reading lights, 
Nicholas Haslam. 
Floor, Element 7
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